Drawing Medication From a Vial

Before You Begin

Take these important steps before you begin.
1. Clean your work area.

2. Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
3. Gather your Supplies.

4. Inspect the medication label on vial
- Correct patient name
« Correct medication and dose
« Check the medication is not expired
+ The solution should be clear, consistent in color and free of any visible particles

Drawing Up Your Medication
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Be careful not to touch the open ends of sterile supplies after removing the covers or caps.
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Pop the cap off the medication vial.

Clean the top of each vial with a new alcohol pad for 15 seconds. Allow it to dry.

Remove syringe from package.

Check the medication orders and label for the amount (volume) of the medication to be drawn up.

. Take the cover off the needle. The needle is sterile; don't touch it or let it touch any surface.
. Check the medication orders and label for the amount (volume) of the medication to be drawn up.

Pull back on the syringe to draw air into it. The amount should be equal to the volume of fluid to
be withdrawn from the vial. Insert the needle into the center of the vial.

Gently push on the plunger to put air into the vial. Do not take the needle out of the vial.

To withdraw the medication, turn the vial upside
down. Keep the needle point towards the bottom
of the vial keeping the needle within the fluid.
Pull back on the plunger to remove the amount
of fluid that equals the dose of medication your
doctor prescribed.

Remove the syringe from the vial once the right
amount of medication is in the syringe.

Remove any excess air or fluid from the syringe.
If you are adding medication to an IV bag, refer to
the Adding medication to your IV bag section.
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